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Technical Working Group on Open Records
1700 Broadway, Blue Spruce Conference Room
Denver, CO 80290

Tuesday, July 12

Attendees:
· Trevor Timmons – Chief Information Officer, Colorado Secretary of State’s Office
· Michael Valdez – Policy Director, Colorado Special Districts Association
· Anna Boiko-Weyrauch – Freelance Reporter
· Katie Fleming Dahl, Associate Director, Colorado Common Cause
· Jon Gottsegen – Chief Data Officer, Governor’s Office of Information Technology
· Brian Gryth – Open Data Advocate
· Ashley Summers, Denver Regional Council of Governments
· Jeff Roberts – Executive Director, Colorado Freedom of Information Coalition
· Manish Jani – IT Director, Legislative Council
· Tony Jones – CIO, Office of the Attorney General
· Jason Myers – City Attorney, Fort Morgan (via GoToMeeting)
· Ben Rector – Java Development Manager, Colorado Secretary of State’s Office
· Stefanie Mann – CORA Specialist, Office of the Attorney General (via GoToMeeting)
· Marie Langhorn – IT Director, Governor’s Office (via GoToMeeting)

Not in Attendance: 
· Suzanne Staiert – Colorado Deputy Secretary of State
· Geoff Wilson – General Council, Colorado Municipal League
· Juan Guzman – Deputy Clerk and Recorder, City and County of Denver 
· Todd Shepard – Investigative Reporter, Colorado Independence Institute
· Nick Penzenstadler – Reporter, USA Today
· Joe Murphy – Senior Developer, The Denver Post
· Judd Choate – Elections Director, Colorado Secretary of State’s Office
· Jennifer Anderson – Director of Legislative Affairs, Office of the Attorney General
· Michael Shea – Legislative Liaison, Governor’s Office of Information Technology
· Greg Romberg – Lobbyist, Colorado Press Association

Minutes: Dana J. Williams

Trevor Timmons started the meeting at 3:05 p.m. with introductions and welcoming remarks.


Proposed Definitions to consider:

Metadata
Metadata is structured information that describes, explains, locates, or otherwise makes it easier to retrieve, use, or manage an information resource[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  "Understanding Metadata." Ed. Rebecca Guenther and Jacqueline Radebaugh. National Information Standards Organization, 2004. Web. 12 July 2016.] 

Data that provides information about other data[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster.com. Web, 12 July 2016.] 

A set of data that describes and gives information about other data[footnoteRef:3].
 [3:  Oxford Dictionaries. Oxforddictionaries.com. Web, 12 July 2016.] 

Machine-readable
In a form that can be used and understood by a computer[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster.com. Web, 12 July 2016.] 

Data in a data format that can be automatically read and processed by a computer, such as CSV, JSON, XML, etc. Machine-readable data must be structured data[footnoteRef:5].
 [5:  Open Data Handbook. Opendatahandbook.com. Web, 12 July 2016.] 

Native Format
Native file format refers to the default file format that an application uses to create or save files[footnoteRef:6].
 [6:  Techopedia. Techopedia.com. Web, 12 July 2016.] 

Data Mining
The practice of searching through large amounts of computerized data to find useful patterns or trends[footnoteRef:7].
 [7:  Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster.com. Web, 12 July 2016.] 

Data mining, also called knowledge discovery in databases, in computer science, the process of discovering interesting and useful patterns and relationships in large volumes of data[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  Encyclopedia Britannica. Britannica.com. Web, 12 July 2016.] 


After discussion, the group agreed to consider the following five recommendations:

1. Impose a requirement on custodians to publish a schedule of all structured data sets available and how it can be accessed. The schedule should include the types of data, file formats, data fields, and format listings. Schedules should be updated periodically to include new data. 
2. Encourage best practices around procurement – data requirements as part of the RFP. Suggest modifications to the Colorado Procurement Code requiring vendors to include data requirements in RFPs and IFBs.  
3. If information is available in a machine-readable format (e.g. Excel, csv) then the data must be given to the requestor in a machine-readable format.
4. Consider proposing the introduction of an Open Data Act rather than amending current CORA statutes. 
5. Identify and determine how data would be transformed by agencies to comply with new requirements. 
Considerations discussed:
· Fiscal impact on state and local jurisdictions
· Possible fee requirements for the requestor
· Rural jurisdictions may not have the same level of sophistication to provide this type of information 
· Current retention schedules, if they have not been updated recently, may only address physical records
· Transforming data may add additional burdens on local and state agencies
· CORA may not be the appropriate place to address these new requirements
· To date (and to our knowledge) no states and few cities have successfully adopted an Open Data statute 
· Focus on current and newly produced data and not require data to be altered retroactively
· Require newly developed systems/projects to include information on metadata
· Custodians should consider how tagging each data set (metadata) could impact security requirements
· Agencies should classify data for security purposes and inventory what could be made available 
· Create a statutory framework that enhance the Open Data Marketplace
· Consider how these requirements may reduce the number of CORA requests
· Adopt a policy that all data is open by default unless confidential, proprietary, work-product, confidential personnel documents, etc. 
· Some jurisdictions already working on adopting open data policies 
The discussion on these items will continue at the next meeting. Mr. Timmons will send out the meeting notes from this meeting on Thursday, July 14. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 18 at 2:00 p.m. in the Blue Spruce conference room located at 1700 Broadway, 2nd Floor, Denver, CO 80290. 

The meeting concluded at 5:04 p.m.
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