|| STATE OF COLORADO
IN THE OI*‘FICE. OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

if
ELECTIONS DIVISION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
|

Complainant,
V8.
CONCERNED CITIZEfNS 'QF CONIFER AND BENNETT AUSLAENDER,

Respondent. |

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This Settlement Agl‘.‘.e}ement is entered into between the Elections Division of
the Colorado Secretary pf 5:31:;ate (“Division”),Concerned Citizens of Conifer
(“Respondent Concerned Citizens”) and Bennett Auslaender (‘Respondent
Auslaender”) (collectively, ‘Respondents”).

i Recgitals
|
A, Respondent Concel ned Citizens is an organization with only one
member — Respondent Aus]aendet
B.  Respondent Auslaerlder is a resident of Conifer, Colorado.

C. In the November 2023 election, residents of Elk Creek, Inter Canyon,
and North Fork Fire Protection Districts voted on a local ballot measure to
determine whether to consolidate the three districts.

D. Respondent Auslaender spent $1,625 on two newspaper ads that were
published on October 5, 20.»33 and October 19, 2023, in the Canyon Courier and 285
Hustler newspapers.

E. The newqpaper ads urged volers to oppose the local ballot measure to
consolidate the fire pr otectron districts.

F. The nevvspapegri ads included the disclaimer: “Paid for by (loncerned
Citizens of Conifer” but failed to identify Respondent Auslaender or any other
natural person as the registered agent, a violation of section 1-45-108.3(4), C.R.S
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Section 8.  Public Records

Respondents understand and agree that this Agreement may be made
available to the public on the Secretary of State’s TRACER Campaign Finance
system, and may also be made available to members of the public who serve a valid
request under the Colorado Open Records Act, § 24-72-101, et seq., C.R.S. (2021).

Section 9. Full and Complete Agreement

This Agreement, including any attachments referenced in the Agreement,
constitutes the full and complete agreement of the parties and shall supersede any
and all prior understandings, whether written or oral.

Section 10. PFinal Agency Action

This Settlement Agreement shall become final agency action under the State
Administrative Procedures Act, §§ 24-4-101 et seq., upon completion of all terms of
compliance contained herein, including but not limited to dismissal of the
Administrative Proceedings.
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Section 11. Warrant:ies

Respondents and the‘ Division expressly warrant that they have Lmefullv and
completely read the terms of this Agreement. The parties expressly Wau ant that
they have had the opportun‘aty to consult with legal counsel before executmg this
Agreement, that they fully understand the terms of this Agreement, and th at they
enter into this Agreement knowingly and voluntarily, and without coerrecion, ‘dul ©s8s
or undue influence. K d(;h of thv parties warrants that, in executing this Agreo ment,
the parties have not rchlld upon any promise, warranty, or repr ebentalwn made by
any other party, except as shch promises, warranties, or replesentatmub cue

\
expressly stated in this: Agroomont I'inally, each of the signatories below w arrants

that they have authorltﬁ/ to enter into the Agreement on behalf of the named
parties.

ELECTIONS DIVISTON (?F THE SECRETARY OF STATE
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Campaign Finance Enforcement Andlyst
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ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY:

Bv O{h} 1stop\hel LD Beall
Dep/{lty Se(_,retalv of State

Mar. 7, 2024
DATE




