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Steven Ward

From:
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 8:36 PM
To: Steven Ward; SoS Rulemaking
Subject: Important WATCHER RULES AND NO TO expanding internet voting

To the  Election Watcher Advisory Panel - June 12, 2015 - 10:00 a.m. 
 
  
 
To: Deputy Secretary of State Suzanne Staiert 
From: Mary . , Adams County, Colorado 
Re: Watcher Advisory Panel Meeting public comment 
 
1. Please accept my comment in the context of your deliberations on the access by watchers to the signature 
verification process for mail ballot envelopes.  Given the use of all mail ballots in Colorado, the only method of 
verification of the voter’s identity is to match the signature on the return ballot envelope to the voters’ signature in 
the voter registration records. It is essential that each and every signature be made available to watchers for review 
and verification if requested by the watchers. Each signature should have the ability to be challenged by a watcher if 
the watcher believes that it is a discrepant signature.   
 
We agree with the wide-spread understanding as stated in the platform of the Republican National 
Committee —"States or political subdivisions that use all-mail elections cannot ensure the integrity of 
the ballot. 
When ballots are mailed to every registered voter, ballots can be stolen or fraudulently voted by 
unauthorized 
individuals because the system does not have a way to verify the identity of the voter.” 
  
 Given the well-understood risk of fraudulent mail ballots, watchers should be encouraged and 
permitted to undertake thorough reviews of all signatures on returned ballot envelopes either during 
the review by the election judges or shortly thereafter before ballots are removed from the sealed 
envelopes.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. We value the rights of watchers to witness and verify each aspect 
of the election and to assist in the correction of discrepancies. Please ensure that all 
recommendations made by the Panel are consistent with the most transparent guidelines that 
will provide legitimate results from the highest standards securing integrity for qualified Colorado 
voters. 
  
2. Because the objection to internet voting deadline is July 7, 2015, I would like to request since the 
internet is able to be entered both from the server sender and receiver to capture that data and have 
it be altered, I oppose internet voting along with the data that can be sold, altered and whatever 
else in the hands of a 3rd party vender, this system should not be allowed. 
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Notice of Meeting 

Election Watcher Advisory Panel 

Date of Notice: June 5, 2015 

Date and Time of Meeting: June 12, 2015, 10:00 a.m. 

Notice of Election Watcher Advisory Panel meeting 

You are hereby notified that the Election Watcher Advisory Panel will meet to discuss the items 
listed below. 

The meeting is scheduled for June 12, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. in the Blue Spruce Conference Room, 
located on the second floor of the Secretary of State’s office at 1700 Broadway, Denver, 
Colorado 80290. 

Meeting agenda 

 Recap of last meeting – discuss scope of this session 
 Discussion on:  

o Observation of signature verification process 
o Signature verification escalation and challenge  

 Physical proximity and timing 
o Mail ballot challenge 
o In-person voter challenge 
o Resolution of controversies  
o Article 13 penalties 

 Discuss goals for future meetings 
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Broadcast and audio recording of the meeting 

To access audio broadcasts of the Election Watcher Advisory Panel meeting, visit the Audio 
Broadcasts page on the Secretary of State’s website. 

Public Comment 

Public comments are accepted in writing. For instructions on submitting public comments, 
please see the contact information below. 

Office contact 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our office at (303) 894-2200 ext. 6318. 
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   Questions?
Contact Us 

STAY CONNECTED: 
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