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USER GUIDE 
 

Welcome to the ACE User Guide. In the pages that follow, you’ll find mountains of important data about Colorado’s county election constituency and behavior. 
Although this information is public knowledge, the groundbreaking ACE entity—Accountability in Colorado Elections—was created specifically to help you 
translate these diverse data sets into actionable insights. 

 
Click on a map title below to navigate to the specific information. 

 
General navigation information 
 

 

Voter registration statistics  
 

AUDIENCE: Legislators; committees; special interest groups; state communications officers; parties, candidates + staffers; 

statisticians; students; other states; PEW Trust; political junkies 
BENEFITS: This map provides a deep-dive into county constituencies statewide—including detailed data on 

party affiliation and how registration and affiliation are evolving over time. Includes 2014, 2015, and 2016 
registration stats by month.  

Voter registration by districts and county 
 

AUDIENCE: Parties, candidates + staffers; press; state communications officers; statisticians; analysts 
BENEFIT: This map shows political party breakdowns and unaffiliated voters in the context of state congressional, house and 

senate district borders. This information is of particular interest during census years, after which district lines may be re-drawn to 
equalize the number of persons in each area who are eligible to be registered. Data set reflects current eligible voters. 

Voter turnout by party affiliation 
 

AUDIENCE: Parties, candidates + staffers; public; press; statisticians; analysts; districts 
BENEFITS: This map complements and augments election night reporting with a comprehensive display of ballots 

accepted, by year and according to party affiliation. It highlights voter participation by county, illuminating areas in which 
counties might take additional action to encourage voter turnout. Includes 2014 General Election, 2015 Coordinated 
Election, and 2016 Primary Election. 

Election cost statistics 
 

AUDIENCE: Press, public, special interest groups, legislators, counties 
BENEFIT: This map displays gross and net election costs for each county, illuminating the cost-per-voter disparity between 

counties of varying size. This kind of data can help to motivate counties to enforce their billing procedures—and legislators to seek 
additional reimbursement for their counties. Data set includes the 2013 Coordinated, the 2014 General, and 2015 Coordinated 
elections.  It can also educate the public on the cost to conduct an election. 

Vote methods and ballot statistics 
 

AUDIENCE: Public, press, communications directors, county commissioners, analysts, statisticians  
BENEFIT: This map not only shows voter preference for different ballot methods, by county—it helps counties illuminate voter 

participation and encourages comparison to cost-per-voter data. Includes data on the types of ballots issued to eligible and  
active voters, as well as receipt statistics on each type. Data set includes the 2013 Coordinated, 2014 Primary, and 2014 General 
Election. 

Legal requirements and other activities 
 

AUDIENCE: Counties, county commissioners, ADA advocacy groups 

  
BENEFIT: This map helps counties and their governing bodies measure performance in recommended voting-related 

activities, as well as compliance with associated legal requirements. Over time, it can help to illuminate need for greater 
attention to and additional funding/staffing for non-compliant counties. Includes 2013 Coordinated Election, 2014 Primary 
Election, 2014 General Election and 2015 Coordinated Election, and 2016 Primary Election. 
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General Navigation Information:  A screen resolution of no less than 1280 x 800 is optimum for viewing ACE. 
1. Click ACE logo to return to ACE landing page 
2. Click Colorado State Seal to return to Elections page The State seal navigates back to Elections landing page 
3. The Clear Selection button clears county, data, and legend selection 

4. The Print button allows you to print the page (Note: Internet Explorer does not support printing) 
5. Click Download to export data to an Excel spreadsheet. 
6. Questions or comments? Click Feedback to send us an email. 
7. Select a range(s) in the legend.   
8. Hover over a county to display statistics for the selected data source  
9. Use the Notes section for detailed data insights on each map. 
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Voter Registration Statistics 
 
Map features: 
1. Dual-map setup allows comparison of data via multiple parameters:   party affiliation, gender, voter activity, pre-registration, cancellation etc. 
2. The selections will appear in the respective maps 
3. The map and legend will change to match your selection 
4. Choose your views: toggle easily between chart and table data formatting 
5. Select a specific county (on map or table) to see detailed data , trends, and comparison to other counties  
6. View data for a specific month, or use timeline to view data over a year’s time 
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http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/ACE/VoterRegStatistics/atlas.html?indicator2=i3
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Voter Registration by Districts:  

 
Map features: 
1. The map opens to a state layer with Unaffiliated party data source selected 
2. Tick boxes overlay county, congressional, senate and house borders  
3. Select a party affiliation to view detailed registration data in map and table format  
4. Select a county or district layer to view detailed registration data by a specific district or county  
5. Total eligible voters for all political parties are displayed 
6. The layer selection is displayed in the data source and title  
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http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/ACE/VoterRegDistricts/atlas.html?select=08
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Voter turnout by county and party affiliation: 
 
Map features: 
1. Dual-map setup allows comparison of multiple party affiliation 
2. Choose your views: toggle easily between chart and table data formatting 
3. Select a specific county (on map or table) to see detailed data  
4. County turnout comparisons may be viewed in number or bar chart format  
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http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/ACE/2016PrimaryVoterTurnout/atlas.html?indicator2=i1
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Election Cost Statistics 
 
Map features: 
1. Select and compare two different types of election cost  
2. The selections will appear in their respective maps 
3. Select the Toggle Chart or Table button to view additional data about election costs 
4. The scatter plot displays values for the two types of election cost.  The blue line illustrates the correlation. 
5. Bar charts provide a visual comparison of all counties for the selected election costs  
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Correlation
http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/ACE/ElectionCostStatistics/atlas.html?indicator2=i0&date2=Gross%20Cost
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Vote Method and Ballot Statistics:  

 
Map features: 
1. Click the “Choose a Data Source” button to select a Vote Method.  
2. The selected data source will display in the Selected County Statistics chart/table (data in this chart will appear when a county or range is selected) 
3. The statistics and % of eligible voters of a specific item and election will display for all counties in the Statewide Statistic table 
4. Select a range in the Legend 

a. All of the counties in that range are outlined/highlighted in blue on the map 
b. All items available in the selected vote method data source will display in the Selected County Statistics chart when a county or legend range is 

selected 
5. An “Election Timeline” chart shows statistical changes between elections.  Each set of lines represents one of the selected counties. 
 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4a 

4b 

5 

http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/ACE/VoteMethodsBallotStatistics/atlas.html
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Legal Requirements and Other Activities  
 
Map features: 
1. Use the map to select county, then use the button or table to select data source  
2. Color coding on the map provides detailed data on requirements and deadlines 
3. Select a specific county (on map or table) to see detailed data for that area  
4. Navigate clicking on a county or by scrolling through data in right-hand column 
5. A timeline animation feature shows progression of activities or requirements for each election 
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http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/ACE/LegalReqOther/atlas.html

