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Be it enacted by the People of the state of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-5-407. amend (7) as follows:
1-5-407. Form of ballots.
(7) No printing or distinguishing marks shall be on the ballot except as specifically provided in

this code—orinsection 140106 B e to e and 3.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-11-203.5, amend (1) as follows:

1-11-203.5. Contests concerning ballot order or ballot title - ballot issue or ballot question
elections.

(1) Except for petitions-forrehearine pursuantto-section1-40-107 APPEALS CHALLENGING THE
DECISION OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE LEGAL
SERVICES PURSUANT TO SECTION 1-40-105(4)(d), all election contests arising out of a ballot issue
or ballot question election concerning the order on the ballot or the form or content of any ballot
title shall be summarily adjudicated by the district court sitting for the political subdivision
within which the contest arises prior to the election. Except as otherwise provided in this section,
the style and form of process, the manner of service of process and papers, the fees of officers,
and judgment for costs shall be according to the rules and practice of the district court. The court
that first acquires jurisdiction of any contest shall have exclusive jurisdiction. Before the district
court is required to take jurisdiction of the contest, the contestor shall file with the clerk of the
court a bond, with sureties, running to the contestee and conditioned to pay all costs, including
attorneys fees, in case of failure to maintain the contest. The judge shall determine the
sufficiency of the bond and, if sufficient, approve it.

SECTION 13. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-40-105, repeal and reenact with amendments
(2) and (4) as follows:

1-40-105. Filing procedure - review and comment meeting - amendments - filing with
Eegislaturedirectors of the legislative council and the office of legislative legal services —
appeal of decision.

(2)(a) THE PROPONENTS OF AN INITIATIVE SHALL SUBMIT THE INITIATIVE AND A DRAFT BALLOT
TITLE TO At b e e
DIRECTORS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES.
BAEEOFBALLOT TITLES MUST BE DRAFTED IN PLAIN LANGUAGE AT NO MORE THAN AN EIGHTH
GRADE READING LEVEL. FHE-THE TITLE SHALL BE SET TO CONSIDER THE PUBLIC CONFUSION THAT
MIGHT BE CAUSED BY MISLEADING TITLES AND SHALL, WHENEVER PRACTICABLE, AVOID TITLES FOR
WHICH THE GENERAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE EFFECT OF A “YES/FOR” OR “NO/AGAINST” VOTE
WILL BE UNCLEAR. THE TITLE FOR THE PROPOSED LAW OR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT SHALL
CORRECTLY AND FAIRLY EXPRESS THE TRUE INTENT AND MEANING THEREOF.

(b) AFTER THE REVIEW AND COMMENT MEETING BUT BEFORE FINAL SUBMISSION THE PROPONENTS
MAY AMEND THE PETITION OR DRAFT TITLE IN RESPONSE TO SOME OR ALL OF THE COMMENTS OF
THE DIRECTORS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES.
(4)fe)(a) PROPONENTS MAY THEN SUBMIT THE FINAL INITIATIVE AND DRAFT TITLE ALONG WITH A
COPY WITH CHANGES HIGHLIGHTED, REDLINED, OR OTHERWISE INDICATED TO FHEHEGISEATIVE
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RESEARCHAND-DRAFFING-OFFICES-OF THE-GENERAEASSEMBEYTHE DIRECTORS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL AND THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES. WATHIN

(b)WITHIN ONE WEEK OF SUBMISSION THE OFFICE SHALL ISSUE A WRITTEN FINDING INCLUDING:

(I) A DETERMINATION IF ALL OF THE CHANGES MADE TO THE DRAFT WERE MADE IN RESPONSE TO
THE INITIAL REVIEW AND COMMENT MEETING FOR THE PROPOSED INITIATIVE;

(I) A DETERMINATION IF THE PROPOSED MEASURE CONSTITUTES A SINGLE SUBJECT, WHICH SSHAEE
SHALL BE THE SAME STANDARD AS APPLIED TO THE EEGISEATUREGENERAL ASSEMBLY ; AND

(I1T) IF THE PROPOSED MEASURE CONSTITUTES A SINGLE SUBJECT, REVISE AND FIX THE TITLE AS
NECESSARY TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION AND ARTICLE V OF THE COLORADO
CONSTITUTION.

(HJc) THE REVIEW AND COMMENT MEETING SHALL BE HELD NO LATER THAN THE THIRD
WEDNESDAY IN MAY IN THE YEAR IN WHICH THE MEASURE IS TO BE VOTED ON.

(d) ANY REGISTERED COLORADO ELECTOR OR PROPONENT OF AN INITIATIVE WHO DISAGREES WITH
THE DECISION OF THE EEGISEATIVE RESEARCHAND DRAFFING-OFFICES-OF FHE-GENERALASSEMBEY
DIRECTORS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES
REGARDING SINGLE SUBJECT, ©R-BALLOT TITLE, OR THE FISCAL SUMMARY MAY APPEAL TO THE
SUPREME COURT WITHIN 7 DAYS OF THE DETERMINATION. THE SUPREME COURT SHALL ISSUE A
DECISION WITHIN 24+-30 DAYS.

SECTION 24. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-40-105.5, amend (1.5)(a), (1.5)(d), and (2)(a) as
follows:

1-40-105.5. Initial fiscal impact statement - definition.

(1.5)(a) For every initiated measure preperly submitted AND DETERMINED TO BE A SINGLE
SUBJECT-te-the-title-board, the director shall prepare a fiscal summary that consists of the
following information:

(d) The director shall provide the designated representatives of the proponents and the secretary
of state with the fiscal summary no later ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEASURE IS DETERMINED TO BE A
SINGLE SUBJECT. than-the time-of the title board-meetin i init
is to be constderced. itle- board-shall-no a-hearing o al-summary-a
beard-meetingand-the THE director’s fiscal summary is final, unless THE SUPREME COURT
INSTRUCTS OTHERWISE UPON APPEAL FILED sredified-in accordance with section 1-40-105(4)(d)34-
R

(2)(a)(]) For every initiated measure for which the secretary of state has approved a petition
section in accordance with section 1-40-113 (1)(a), the director shall prepare an initial fiscal
impact statement, taking into consideration any fiscal impact estimate submitted by the
designated representatives of the proponents or other interested person that is submitted in
accordance with subsection (2)(b) of this section, the office of state planning and budgeting, and
the department of local affairs. The director shall provide the designated representatives of the
proponents and the secretary of state with a copy of the fiscal impact statement no later than
fourteen days after the petition section was approved. The director shall also post the fiscal
impact statement on the legislative council staff website on the same day that it is provided to the
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designated representatives of the proponents. The fiscal impact statement is not subject to review
by-the-title-board-or the Colorado supreme court under this article 40.

(bll) A BALLOT TITLE FOR A MEASURE THAT EITHER INCREASES OR DECREASES THE INDIVIDUAL
INCOME TAX RATE MUST, IF APPLICABLE, INCLUDE THE TABLE CREATED FOR THE FISCAL SUMMARY
PURSUANT TO SECTION 1-40-105.5 (1.5)(a)(V).

SECTION 35. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal 1-40-106 as follows:
1-40-106. Title board - meetings - ballot title - initiative and referendum - definitions.
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SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-40-106.5. amend (3) as follows:

1-40-106.5. Single-subject requirements for initiated measures and referred constitutional
amendments - legislative declaration.

[t is further the mtent ofthe genelal assemblv that in settmg tltles pursuant to section 1 (5.5) of
article V, the i 2 DIRECTORS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES should apply judicial
decisions construing the constitutional single-subject requirement for bills and should follow the
same rules employed by the general assembly in considering titles for bills.

SECTION 47. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal 1-40-107 as follows:
1-40-107. Rehearlng appeal fees s1gn1ng
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SECTION 58. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 1-40-108 as follows:

1-40-108. Petition - time of filing.

(1) No petition for any ballot issue is of any effect unless filed with the secretary of state within
six months from the date that the titles and submission clause have been fixed and determined
pursuant-to-the-provisions-ef seetions 1-40-106-and1-40-107 and unless filed with the secretary
of state no later than three months before the election at which it is to be voted upon. A petition
for a ballot issue for the election to be held in November of odd-numbered years must be filed
with the secretary of state no later than three months before such odd-year election. All filings
under this section must be made by the close of business on the day of filing.

SECTION 9. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-40-124.5. repeal (1)(b)(IV) as follows:
1-40-124.5. Ballot information booklet.

(1)(b) The director of research of the legislative council of the general assembly shall prepare a
fiscal impact statement for every initiated or referred measure, taking into consideration fiscal
impact information submitted by the office of state planning and budgeting, the department of
local affairs or any other state agency, and any proponent or other interested person. The fiscal
impact statement prepared for every measure shall be substantially similar in form and content to

7
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the fiscal notes provided by the legislative council of the general assembly for legislative
measures pursuant to section 2-2-322. A complete copy of the fiscal impact statement for such
measure shall be available through the legislative council of the general assembly. The ballot
information booklet shall indicate whether there is a fiscal impact for each initiated or referred
measure and shall abstract the fiscal impact statement for such measure. The abstract for every
measure shall appear after the arguments for and against such measure in the analysis section of

the ballot information booklet and shall include, but shall not be hmlted to:

SECTION 10. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-45-117, amend (1)(a)(I)(A) as follows:
1-45-117. State and political subdivisions - limitations on contributions.

()(a)(I) No agency, department, board, division, bureau, commission, or council of the state or
any political subdivision of the state shall make any contribution in campaigns involving the
nomination, retention, or election of any person to any public office, nor shall any such entity
make any donation to any other person for the purpose of making an independent expenditure,
nor shall any such entity expend any money from any source, or make any contributions, to urge
electors to vote in favor of or against any:

(A) Statewide ballot issue that has been submitted for the purpose of having a title designated
and fixed pursuantto-section1-40-106-(1 or that has had a title designated and fixed-pursuantto
that seetion:

SECTION 11. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 32-9-19.4, amend (4) as follows:

32-9-119.4. Election for a sales tax rate increase - petition requirement.

(4) The provisions of article 40 of title 1, C.R.S., regarding the following subject matter shall
apply to petitions that may be submitted pursuant to this section: Form requirements and
approval; circulation of petitions; elector information and signatures on petitions; affidavits and
requirements of circulators of petitions; and verification of signatures, including, but not limited
to, cure of an insufficiency of signatures and protests regarding sufficiency statements and
procedures for hearings or further appeals regarding such protests. The provisions of article 40 of
title 1, C.R.S., regarding review and comment, the setting of a ballot title, includine butneot
himited-to-the-dutiesof the title board—rehearings-and appeals, and the number of signatures
required shall not apply to petitions that may be submitted pursuant to this section.

SECTION 12. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 32-13-105, amend (7)(a) as follows:

32-13-105. Authorizing elections - repeal.

(7)(a) The provisions of article 40 of title 1, C.R.S., regarding the following subject matter shall
apply to petitions that may be submitted pursuant to this section: Form requirements and
approval; circulation of petitions; elector information and signatures on petitions; affidavits and
requirements of circulators of petitions; and verification of signatures, including but not limited
to cure of an insufficiency of signatures and protests regarding sufficiency statements and
procedures for hearings or further appeals regarding such protests. The provisions of article 40 of
title 1, C.R.S., regarding review and comment, the setting of a ballot title, includinebutnot
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limited to-the dutiesof the title board_rehearines—and appeals, and the number of signatures
required shall not apply to petitions that may be submitted pursuant to this section.

SECTION 13. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 32-15-107, amend (2) as follows:

32-15-107. Authorizing election.

(2) The provisions of article 40 of title 1, C.R.S., regarding the following subject matter shall
apply to petitions that may be submitted pursuant to subsection (1) of this section: Form
requirements and approval; circulation of petitions; elector information and signatures on
petitions; affidavits and requirements of circulators of petitions; and verification of signatures,
including, but not limited to, cure of an insufficiency of signatures and protests regarding
sufficiency statements and procedures for hearings or further appeals regarding such protests.
The provisions of article 40 of t1tle 1,C.R.S., regardlng reV1ew and comment the setting of a
ballot title, ek i h arinss-and-appeals, and
the number of 51gnatures required shall not applv to petitions that may be submitted pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section.

SECTION 14. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 39-28-401, amend (3) as follows:

39-28-401. Submission of ballot issue - increased tax on cigarettes and tobacco products -
new tax on nicotine products - definition.

(3) For purposes of section 1-5-407, the ballot issue is a proposition. Seetion1-40-106-(3¢)
doesnotapply-to-the ballotissue:

SECTION 15. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 39-28-502, amend (3) as follows:

39-28-502. Ballot issue - proposition EE - later voter approval.

(3) For purposes of section 1-5-407 (5)(b), the ballot issue is a proposition. Seetion1-40-106
et ettt et Nt £ e e i e






