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2023-2024 #——+#197 (Amended)

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-12-203, amend (1) and (4); and-repeal (2), (3),
(5), and (6) (a); and add (1.5) and (1.7), as follows:

1-12-203. Vacancies in general assembly. (1) (a) In the event of a vacancy in the general
assembly caused by the death or resignation of a member who has been sworn into office, OR
caused by the death or resignation of a member who has been elected to a seat but who has not
yet been sworn into office,-FHE-GOVERNOR-SHALE-SEFA-BAY-FO-HOEDA-FEGISEATIVE EEECHON

SHALL SET A DAY TO HOLD A LEGISLATIVE ELECTION TO APPOINT A PERSON TO FILL ANY SUCH
VACANCY AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER THE VACANCY OCCURS, SUBJECT TO SECTION 2 OF
ARTICLE V OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION. THE ELECTION SHALL BE HELD IN THE DISTRICT FOR THE
VACANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY SEAT AND NO PRECINCT OR PRECINCTS MAY BE EXCLUDED.

(b) LIMITED TO THE EVENT THAT THE GOVERNOR REASONABLY DETERMINES THAT EITHER THERE
IS NOT MEANINGFUL TIME TO CONDUCT AN ELECTION PRIOR TO A REGULARLY SCHEDULED
GENERAL ELECTION OR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SEAT WILL REMAIN VACANT ONLY WHEN THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IS NOT IN SESSION, THE GOVERNOR MAY DECIDE NOT TO CALL A LEGISLATIVE
ELECTION TO FILL THE VACANCY, AND THE VACANCY SHALL BE FILLED AT THE NEXT, REGULARLY
SCHEDULED GENERAL ELECTION.

(1.5)(a) ANY LEGISLATIVE ELECTION TO APPOINT A PERSON TO FILL A VACANT GENERAL
ASSEMBLY SEAT SHALL BE CONDUCTED USING A RANKED VOTING METHOD.

(b) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL PROMULGATE RULES, SUBJECT TO SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE V OF
THE STATE CONSTITUTION, FOR CANDIDATES FOR THE LEGISLATIVE ELECTION TO FILL THE VACANT
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SEAT TO PETITION ONTO THE LEGISLATIVE VACANCY ELECTION BALLOT,
INCLUDING RULES ADDRESSING PETITION ACCESSIBILITY AND TECHNOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE
CONSISTENT WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990, 42 U.S.C. sec. 12101 ET
SEQ., AS AMENDED, AND PARTS 6 AND 8 OF ARTICLE 34 OF TITLE 24, AND THE COLORADO UNIFORM
MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS ACT, ARTICLE 8.3 OF THIS TITLE 1. NOTHING IN THIS
SUBSECTION (1.5)(b) SHALL LIMIT THE AUTHORITY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO PASS LAWS
REGARDING SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS AS PROVIDED IN ARTICLE VII OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION.



(1.7) UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED, ANY LEGISLATIVE ELECTION TO APPOINT A PERSON TO FILL A
VACANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY SEAT SHALL BE CONDUCTED, INCLUDING FOR PURPOSES OF NOTICE,
PUBLISHING, AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1
THROUGH ARTICLE 13 OF THIS TITLE 1.

(4) For purposes of this section, a vacancy caused by the resignation of a member of the general
assembly occurs on the effective date of the member’s letter of resignation to the chief clerk of



the house of representatives or the secretary of the senate. H-theletterofresignationgives-an

SECTION 2. Effective date.

This initiative shall apply to elections held on or after the earlier of the official declaration of the
vote hereon by proclamation of the governor or thirty days after the vote has been canvassed,
pursuant to subseetion{4)-efsection 1 (4) of article V¥ of the Celerade-state constitution.





