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How Can You Register to Vote in Colorado?
MODE: 
1. Electronic
2. Paper

METHOD:
1. Electronic

a) Automatic Voter Registration (NVRA, Section 5)
b) Online Voter Registration (OLVR)

1) With Driver’s License (97% of voter registration files have a DL)
2) With SSN – March 1, 2022

c) NVRA, Section 7 Agency website OLVR embedded 
d) Voter Registration Drives (VRDs) OLVR 

2. Paper
a) Online Voter Registration form
b) Section 7 agency form
c) Military recruitment office
d) In-person at a county office
e) Voter registration drives (VRDs)



Automatic Voter Registration States



2022 Automatic Voter Registration 
New Registrations
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Online Voter Registration 
42 states and the District of Columbia have 
online voter registration. A driver’s license is the 
basis for every online transaction – except NJ 
and CO.

The Department of State hosts an online voter 
registration site at www.govotecolorado.gov. 
This allows currently registered voters and 
eligible Coloradans to register to vote online, 
see a sample ballot, and verify their voter 
registration. 

These applications are typically “complete” 
upon submission. So, the county approves the 
entry and sends a 20-day mailing to confirm the 
address - unless it’s an SSN application without 
a signature.

http://www.govotecolorado.gov/


2020 New Online Voter Registrations
by Month
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What Happens to Your Registration?

State/County Actions:
1. State office – CDOR, OLVR, faxed forms, VRD forms (sent to state)

a) Citizenship check
b) Death check
c) Felon check

2. County office – In-person paper forms and In-person at VSPC
a) Confirms it’s a new registration
b) Finalizes the registration or marks it as incomplete and sends a mailing



Current Voter Registration 
Numbers
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Total Number of Registered Voters 
2014-2022

Active Registered Voters Inactive Registered Voters
2022 3,839,814 534,344
2021 3,709,640 469,302
2020 3,757,834 456,548
2019 3,381,672 505,136
2018 3,354,273 601,438
2017 3,176,367 567,416
2016 3,292,062 550,676
2015 2,833,321 685,264
2014 2,907,897 332,900
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Registration By Party 
2014-2022
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Colorado’s “All-In” Approach on Registration
1. Online Voter Registration with DL 2010
2. ERIC EBU Mailing 2012
3. Same Day Registration 2013
4. Pre-Registration 16-18 year olds 2013
5. Naturalization Ceremonies 2014
6. Automatic Registration (AVR) 2016
7. Eliza Pickrell Routt Award 2016
8. Telemundo Partnership 2018
9. AVR Improvements 2019
10. Pre-Registration for Parolees 2019
11. AVR Full Backend 2020
12. Youth Advisory Council 2021
13. Online Voter Registration SSN 2022



2022 General Election Data
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2022 General Election 
Colorado Turnout By Party 



2022 General Election 
Colorado Turnout By Age 



2022 General Election 
Colorado In-Person/Mail Turnout



2022 General Election 
VSPC New Registrations by Day 
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Voter Service and Polling Centers #3

What transactions can occur at a VSPC?:
1. Vote in person – void mail ballot, issue a new ballot

a) Paper ballot
b) Ballot Marking Device 

2. Register to vote 
3. Update voter registration

Election Day, open 7am-7pm 
Counties must track wait times 



Ballot Tracking
In 2020, the SOS enrolled all Colorado voters with an email address in their voter 
registration file to BallotTrax – to receive notifications regarding their mail ballot 
status. The voter can then choose a text, email, or phone notification.

Notifications:
1. When the ballot is mailed by the county
2. When the ballot is received by the county 
3. When the county approves the ballot for counting

Those w/out an email address on file can sign up at https://colorado.ballottrax.net. 
Voters can opt out of BallotTrax at any time.

https://colorado.ballottrax.net/


2022 General Election BallotTrax Usage 



2022 General Election BallotTrax Usage 



Comparing Colorado 
to the Nation
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National VEP Turnout 1900-2020



Colorado v. National VEP Turnout 
2000-2022 
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Top States VEP Turnout
2000-2022

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022
Minnesota 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 6 1 1 1 2
Wisconsin 3 11 2 6 2 6 2 2 5 3 4 4
Maine 4 4 3 5 4 1 6 1 3 6 3 1
Oregon 5 3 4 7 8 4 13 5 8 5 6 3
Colorado 19 13 11 15 5 8 3 4 4 2 2 5
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Colorado’s “All-In” Approach on Turnout
1. No Excuse Absentee 1980
2. Early Voting 1996
3. Vote Centers Optional 2004 
4. Mandatory Post-Election Audits 2005
5. Permanent Mail-In Voting Option 2009
6. Mail Ballots for All Active Voters 2013
7. Vote Centers Required (VSPCs) 2013
8. Mail Ballot Drop Boxes (Now 405) 2015
9. New Voting Equipment (All paper) 2016-19
10. Risk-Limiting Audits 2017
11. VSPC Siting Formula and Siting Tool 2019-20
12. Tribal VSPCs 2020
13. Ballot Tracking 2020
14. Electronic Cure 2020



CD3 Recount



CD3 Map



CD3 Count v. Recount Results
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