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Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, add section 18 to article IX as follows:

Section 18. Charter school institute.
(1) THERE IS HEREBY CREATED A CHARTER SCHOOL INSTITUTE.

(2) A CHARTER SCHOOL, OR PROPOSED SCHOOL, MAY APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE INSTITUTE FOR
APPROVAL.

(3) APPOINTMENTS TO THE INSTITUTE BOARD MUST BE MADE AS FOLLOWS: ONE MEMBER EACH
SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY LEADERS OF BOTH THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATE; A CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT SHALL BE APPOINTED BY
THE GOVERNOR; AN EXECUTIVE FROM A NONPROFIT THAT ADVOCATES FOR SCHOOL CHOICE SHALL
BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR; THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLORADO CHARTER SCHOOL LEAGUE
OR A SUCCESSOR ENTITY SHALL BE APPOINTED TO THE BOARD; AND TWO MEMBERS THAT HAVE
EXPERIENCE AS A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A STUDENT WHO IS, OR HAS BEEN, ENROLLED IN
AN INSTITUTE CHARTER SCHOOL FOR AT LEAST THREE YEARS SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE BOARD.

(4) MEMBERS APPOINTED TO THE INSTITUTE BOARD MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE IN A LEAST ONE OF
THE FOLLOWING AREAS: EXPERIENCE AS A CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER OR FOUNDER OF A
CHARTER SCHOOL; EXPERIENCE AS A PUBLIC SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR WITH EXPERIENCE WORKING
WITH CHARTER SCHOOLS; FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT EXPERTISE; DETAILED KNOWLEDGE OF
CHARTER SCHOOL LAW; EXPERIENCE AS A CHARTER SCHOOL TEACHER; OR SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL EDUCATION EXPERTISE.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-30.5-501 amend (2)(a) and (2)(b) as follows:

22-30.5-501. Legislative declaration.
(2) The intent of the general-assembly PEOPLE OF COLORADO in establishing the state charter
school institute pursuant to this part 5 is to:

(a) Provide an alternative mode of authorizing charter schools as a means to assist school
districts in utilizing best practices for chartering schools and to approve and oversee charter
schools in school districts not desiring to do so themselves; and

OPTIONS FOR COLORADO FAMILIES THROUGH THE AUTHORIZATION OF CHARTER SCHOOLS.

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-30.5-504 amend (2); and repeal (4), (5), (6), (7),
(7.5), (8), (9) and (10) as follows:
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22-30.5-504. Institute chartering authority - institute charter schools - - retention - recovery
- revocation - repeal

5)yofthisseetionthe-THE school district and the institute shall have concurrent authority to
authorize charter schools and institute charter schools, respectively, to be located within the
geographic boundaries of the school district. The school district shall monitor and oversee all
charter schools authorized by the school district as provided in part 1 of this article. The institute
shall monitor and oversee all institute charter schools authorized by the institute as provided in
this part 5. A CHARTER SCHOOL, OR PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL, MAY APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE
INSTITUTE FOR APPROVAL.
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SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 22-30.5-505(2)(a) and (b) as follows:

22-30.5-505. State charter school institute-institute board-appointment-powers and duties-
rules.
(2)(a) The institute board consists of nine members.;-no-mere-thanfive-ef whemare-members-of

sehool. Members appointed to the institute board shall have experience in at least one of the
following areas:

(I) Experience as a charter school board member or founder of a charter school;
(IT) Experience as a public school administrator with experience working with charter schools;
(III) Financial management expertise;

(IV) Detailed knowledge of charter school law;
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Vher boatd " : ence:

(VV) Experience as a publie CHARTER school teacher; AND

(MHVI) School district special education expertise.;--anéd-

(b) The members of the institute board shall serve terms of three years; except that the terms
shall be staggered so that no more than three members’ terms expire in the same year. EXCEPT
FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLORADO CHARTER SCHOOL LEAGUE WHO IS NOT SUBJECT TO A
TERM LIMIT, a member shall not serve more than six consecutive years. THE MEMBERSHIP SHALL
BE APPOINTED WITHIN THREE YEARS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SUBSECTION.

SECTION 5. Effective Date. The initiative takes effect if it is approved by the people at the
next general election and becomes law, and, in such case, this takes effect on the date of the
official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.





